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How to use 
The Color Scheme Wheel:
Turn the dial so the arrow points to a 
Pure Color in the outer row.
Color Schemes are shown using 
the diagram in the center.
TINT:  Color plus water.
TONE:  Color plus gray.
SHADE:  Color plus black.

Split Complementary:
Using any color with the 
two colors on each side 
of its complement. 
Example:  Green, with 
red-orange and red-violet.

Triad:  Using three colors equally 
spaced from each other on the wheel.  
Example:  Orange, violet and green.

Tetrad:  Using a combination of 
four colors on the wheel that are 
two sets of complements.  
Example:  Blue and orange 
with red and green.

COLOR SCHEMES:
Monochromatic:  

Using any tint, tone or 
shade of just one color.

Analogous:  Using colors 
adjacent to each other on 

the Watercolor Wheel. Use at 
least two but no more than 

five consecutive colors. 
Example:  Yellow-green, green, 

blue-green, blue and blue-violet.
Complementary:  Using any 

two colors directly opposite 
each other on the wheel. 

Example: Blue and orange.

COLOR SCHEMES
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HOW TO USE Watercolor Wheel  TM

Select a color on the outside wheel. 
Align it with a color on the inside wheel.

The mixture appears in the window.

* WATERCOLOR QUALITIES
Watercolors are unique because 
of the way the artist portrays 
white and lightens colors.
Rather then using white paint, 
the artist lets the raw color 
of the watercolor paper 
represent the color white.
To lighten a color, dilute the 
pigment with more water.
White pigment may be applied 
opaquely for highlighting.

COLOR: Described by three
characteristics – hue, value and intensity.
HUE: The name of a particular color.
Example: Blue, orange, green, yellow, etc.
VALUE: The relative lightness or
darkness of a color (refer to Value Scale).
INTENSITY (Chroma, Saturation):
The purity of a color which determines
its relative brightness or dullness.
NEUTRAL GRAY: A balanced
combination of white and black.

PRIMARY COLORS: Red, yellow and 
blue are the basic colors and cannot 
be made from mixing other colors.
SECONDARY COLORS: Orange,
green and violet – each made by
mixing two primary colors.
TERTIARY COLORS: Six colors, 
made by mixing one primary color 
with an adjacent secondary color.
WARM (Advancing) COLORS:
Reds, oranges and yellows.
COOL (Receding) COLORS:
Greens, blues and violets.
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A Tool for Watercolor Artists

The Watercolor Wheel™ is a tool designed to assist 
artists in mixing watercolors and to help achieve 
color harmonies. 

This Watercolor Wheel™ was developed by artist 
and author Dan Bartges, in cooperation with  
The Color Wheel Company.

The Watercolor Wheel™ provides an extension 
to our popular Color Wheel™  which was 
designed to help all those who utilize color.

The Watercolor Wheel™ features:

• Mixtures created with actual watercolors

• Illustrations painted on real watercolor paper

• Color schemes described on back of the wheel

• Glossary of 20 key terms and definitions

• 9 ½” diameter, two sided, rotating wheel

• Includes a useful Value Scale

• Valuable tool for all watercolorists


