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News Release                                                             For Immediate Release
NEW BOOK ON COLOR REFRESHINGLY HELPFUL


”Remarkably,” states Dan Bartges in his new book Color Is Everything, “there are only six basic harmonic combinations, . . . the underpinnings of virtually all successful paintings you’re apt to see in your entire lifetime.”  


“That statement always surprises people,” says the author and artist at his Richmond, VA, studio, “but it’s absolutely true and is constantly demonstrated in successful artwork, fashion, décor, advertising and of course by Nature herself. 


“There’s a wonderful universality to color harmony,” continued Bartges, sitting on the studio porch beside a lily pond, “and all accomplished artists exploit it.  This book is for painters at any level who haven’t yet grasped those key principles.  Otherwise, color can become an enemy instead of an ally. That leads to discouragement, which causes countless would-be painters to quit.  This book says, ‘Don’t you become one!’”


Featuring a cross-section of masterworks from the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts as well as Bartges’ own paintings, Color Is Everything lays out a convincing case while treating its readers to a refreshingly straightforward, concise explanation of how to effectively employ color in oils, acrylics or watercolors.  Throughout this well-designed book, Bartges makes insightful use of the color wheel – the one seen in most art-supply and craft stores that’s produced by The Color Wheel Company, which granted Bartges its use for the book. 


“This book,” summarizes the author, “is designed to show anyone how to master color.  As a result, that person will paint better pictures and will have more fun painting.”


A full-time artist since 1996, Bartges’ oil paintings and watercolors have been acquired by private collectors as well as Fortune 500 companies including Marriott, Lockheed Martin, Owens & Minor, Media General and Markel.  He has conducted art classes for prison inmates and workshops for cancer patients, and fine-art reproductions of his paintings have been featured in retail stores from Smith & Hawken to WalMart.


Beginning in July, Color Is Everything will be available from many art-supply shops, craft stores, bookstores, www.colorwheelco.com and www.oakleapress.com.  The suggested retail price: $14.99.
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NOTE TO EDITORS BUT NOT FOR RELEASE:  You may contact Dan Bartges for an interview or for more information at 804-288-9796.
